
What's Salvation 
All About?
A Biblical Perspective
by Tim Clar!

 Very simply, salvation is 
about solving a personal problem. 
The personal problem is that of 
our own individual sin. Sin is 
nothing more than our rebellion 
against God's commands for our 
life. When we choose to sin, (and 
every conscious human being has 
made that choice: "…for all have 
sinned and fall short of the glory 
of God…" [Romans 3:23]) we 
place ourselves under the judg-
ment of God's unswerving justice. 
God's justice in regard to sin is 
simple: "The soul who sins is the 
one who will die." (Ezekiel 

18:20a). As difficult as it may 
seem to believe, the smallest in-
fraction of God's law is a capital 
offense, "For whoever keeps the 
whole law and yet stumbles at just 
one point is guilty of breaking all 
of it." (James 2:10)!
 Many people mistakenly 
think that God is an enemy to be 
satisfied. They believe that failure 
to "make him happy", or "do what 
he wants" will land them an eter-
nal prison sentence. Even more 
interesting is the fact that most 
people think that they are "o.k. 
with God", and that they have no 

reason to fear eternity.  Well, of 
these misconceptions we must set 
the record straight. First, God is 
not our enemy - sin, and the death 
it brings, are the enemies. As a 
matter of fact, it is God himself 
who has mounted the rescue effort 
to save our souls! It was he who 
sent his Son Jesus to take the pun-
ishment that we deserve so that we 
might be freed from the conse-
quences of our own actions. Sec-
ond, as previously stated, we all 
have a personal sin problem. If we 
fail to deal with it squarely, we 
will most certainly be condemned 
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“For Christ 
died for sins 
once for all, 
the righteous 
for the 
unrighteous, 
to bring you 
to God.”

 1Peter 3:18a



to an eternity of unending punish-
ment. The only prescription for 
our problem is that of a personal 
relationship with the One God has 
proclaimed to be our Savior- Je-
sus, the Messiah. Jesus himself 
said: "I am the way and the truth 
and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me." (John 
14:6). 
 So, just how does one en-
ter into a personal, saving relation-
ship with Jesus Christ? To begin 
with, we must unequivocally state 
that the process is not a matter for 
debate. There are only two posi-
tions anyone may take in answer 
to this question. The first position 
is subjective. It states that a per-
son's approach to this all-important  
relationship is a matter of personal 
determination. Whatever one 
"thinks" or "feels" the appropriate 
approach to be, is the one that is  
'right" for that individual. The sec-
ond position is objective. It de-
clares that only the Word of God 
can point us to a saving relation-
ship with Christ. It seeks the clear 
direction of God's Word and re-
jects all human notions of alterna-
tive paths.  Of the two positions, 
this brief discussion on God's plan 
for mankind's salvation is built 
upon the latter. A subjective salva-
tion is one that is built on shifting 
sand. As the Scripture boldly de-
clares: "There is a way that seems 
right to a man, but in the end it 
leads to death."  (Proverbs 14:12). 
 Let's set aside all precon-
ceptions about salvation and allow 
the Word of God to direct our un-
derstanding. If we find ourselves 
challenged by a statement of 
Scripture, it becomes our personal 
responsibility to act upon it. By 
responding in a positive manner to 
each of Scripture's demands, we 
will find ourselves walking a path 
that leads to eternal life with God.

Faith

 The first step one must 
take in order to enter into a saving 
relationship with Christ is to ap-
proach God in faith. Scripture 
speaks of this foundational con-
cept when it says: "…without faith 
it is impossible to please God, be-
cause anyone who comes to him 
must believe that he exists and that 
he rewards those who earnestly 
seek him." (Hebrews 11:6).  Faith, 
as a means of approach to God, is 
consistently found throughout 
Scripture. In the days of Adam and 
Eve, their son Abel was declared a 
"righteous man" when he offered 
his sacrifice by faith (Genesis 4:2; 
Hebrews 11:4). In the case of 
Abraham (a man who lived before 
the giving of the Law on Mt. Si-
nai), it is said that: (he) believed 
the LORD, and he credited it to 
him as righteousness. (Genesis 
15:6).  As a matter of fact, the en-
tire eleventh chapter of the New 
Testament Book of Hebrews 
speaks of those who approached 
God on the basis of faith. As they 
once did, we must do now.
 It is important, however, to 
understand that our faith is to be 
focused. Those who lived and died 
before the advent of Christ had a 
different faith focus than that 
which we have been given today. 
The focus of our faith must be di-
rected at Christ. The Apostle Peter 
declares this principle when he 
says (speaking of Jesus): "Salva-
tion is found in no one else, for 
there is no other name under 
heaven given to men by which we 
must be saved." (Acts 4:12).
 What is it, then, that we 
must believe about Christ? For 
anyone to understand the person of 
Jesus Christ, they must acknowl-
edge his four basic qualities. 

The first of these is the fact  
that Jesus is God. In John 1:1 we 
find this clear statement: "In the 
beginning was the Word, and the 

Word was with God, and the Word 
was God." Continuing on in the 
same chapter, we find this state-
ment in verse 14: "The Word be-
came flesh and made his dwelling 
among us. We have seen his glory, 
the glory of the One and Only, 
who came from the Father, full of 
grace and truth." 

The second quality of 
Christ is found in the fact that he is 
the Creator. In writing to the Co-
lossians, Paul states of Jesus: "For 
by him all things were created: 
things in heaven and on earth, 
visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or powers or rulers or 
authorities; all things were created 
by him and for him."  (Colossians 
1:16).

In the verse immediately 
following, Paul mentions the third 
quality of Christ, naming him the 
Sustainer of  "all things" (Colos-
sians 1:17). Given this awesome 
reality, it is little wonder that at his 
death on the cross, the Creation 
went into convulsions (Matthew 
27:51-53)!

The fourth  quality of 
Christ mentioned by Paul is that of 
Savior (Colossians 1:20). It is this 
last quality that is of immediate 
importance to all who seek salva-
tion from sin. 

Christian faith is that 
which understands Jesus to be God 
the Creator, Sustainer and Savior 
of life. It is a deeply held convic-
tion that moves the believer to ac-
tively receive salvation from God.  
Who do you believe Jesus to be? 

Repentance

 The first act prompted by 
Christian faith is that of repen-
tance. It is the same action called 
for by the Apostle Peter on the day 
of Pentecost that followed the res-
urrection of Christ. On that day, in 
the city of Jerusalem, Peter stood 
before a gathered multitude and 
proclaimed Jesus as God's Mes-

 EMMANUEL CHRISTIAN CHURCH

 PAGE 2



siah. Having been convinced of 
the reality of this fact, the assem-
bled crowd inquired of the Apos-
tles: "Brothers, what shall we do?" 
(Acts 2:37).  Peter's first direction 
to this crowd of believers was "re-
pent" (Acts 2:38).  
 "Repentance" is the word 
we give to the one found in the 
Greek New Testament: "me-
tanoeo".  This Greek word is really  
a compound word made up of  
"change" (meta) and "thinking" 
(noeo). Given this information, it 
is easy for us to see that the con-
cept of repentance is "a change in 
thinking".  
 Repentance is a change of 
thinking that is revealed in a 
change of conduct. This is the 
clear lesson we learn from John 
the Baptist's wilderness ministry. 
In confronting the Pharisees and 
Sadducees that were coming to 
him for baptism, John challenged 
them to genuine repentance by 
issuing a call to: "Produce fruit in 
keeping with repentance." (Mat-
thew 3:8).
 The best way for us to un-
derstand repentance in our own 
lives is to think of it as a 180o 
change in our thinking and actions 
toward God. Repentance demands 
that we give up our attitude of dis-
obedience toward God and replace 
it with a willingness to do his bid-
ding. Repentance demands that we 
begin doing the things God has 
called us to do. 
 The importance of repen-
tance in our approach to God can-
not be overstated. "Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is near." was 
the central theme of John's minis-
try in preparing people for the 
ministry of Christ (Matthew 3:2).  
It was also the theme of Jesus' own 
preaching (Matthew 4:17;  Mark 
1:15). And it was the theme of the 
Apostles' preaching as well (Mark 
6:12). Jesus himself warned the 
crowds of the dangers of failing to 
repent when he said: "…unless 

you repent, you too will all per-
ish." (Luke 13:3&5). 
 It is impossible for anyone 
to come to Christ unless they have 
been moved by faith to turn from 
their sin. Coming to Christ for sal-
vation demands that we turn away 
from the very things that have 
brought us death. Not only are we 
to foreswear our participation in 
sin, but we are to have a changed 
attitude toward it as well. 
 What is your attitude to-
ward sin? Have you come to the 
point that you are ready to re-
nounce your allegiance to a life of 
self-gratification?  Both you and 
God know what must change if 
you have yet to follow him with an 
undivided heart. 

Baptism

Having changed our mind 
in regard to our participation in a 
life of sin, we stand ready for God 
to change his mind regarding our 
participation in sin. God's change 
of mind regarding our sin takes 
place when we meet the blood sac-
rifice of Christ in the waters of 
Christian baptism.

Baptism isn't for every-
body! If a person has yet to come 
to faith in the person of Jesus 
Christ, baptism is not appropriate. 
If a person has come to such faith, 
but has yet to turn from their sin, 
baptism is not appropriate. How-
ever, IF a person has come to faith 
in Christ, and IF a person has 
turned from sin- then baptism is 
appropriate!

Many excellent examples 
of this are seen in the New Testa-
ment book of Acts. On the day of 
Pentecost that immediately fol-
lowed Jesus resurrection, God es-
tablished his Church. This event 
took place as the Apostles, along 
with a multitude of Jews, were 
gathered in Jerusalem for the 
Feast. As the Holy Spirit took the 

visible form of tongues of flame 
descending upon the Apostles, 
they began to preach of the glories 
of God and his Son Jesus (Acts 
2:3). It was at this very point that 
Peter proclaimed the Gospel to the 
assembled crowd, resulting in their 
deep conviction of the fact that 
Jesus was, indeed, the Messiah! 
Luke records their reaction: "…
they were cut to the heart and said 
to Peter and the other apostles, 
'Brothers, what shall we do?'" 
(Acts 2:37). As we have already 
seen, Peter's first direction to the 
multitude was "repent"; however, 
he continued by saying "and be 
baptized". This second direction 
made perfect sense, for Jesus him-
self had directed his disciples, just 
prior to his ascension: "Therefore 
go and make disciples of all na-
tions, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit…" (Matthew 
28:19). Not only did Peter provide 
the clear direction that they receive 
baptism, but he also stated the rea-
son for it when he said: "Repent 
and be baptized, every one of you, 
in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins. And you 
will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit." (Acts 2:38). Here Peter 
clearly declares that Christian bap-
tism (immersion into water that is 
preceded by faith in Christ and 
repentance of sin) affects the for-
giveness of sin and the reception 
of the indwelling Spirit of God.  
Not only that, Peter goes on to say 
that this invitation to salvation was 
"for you and your children and for 
all who are far off--for all whom 
the Lord our God will call." (Acts 
2:39). The great thing about this 
clear statement is the confidence 
that it brings us in knowing that 
we may come to salvation in 
Christ just as these first converts 
did on the Day of Pentecost! 

As the book of Acts un-
folds, we see this continued pat-
tern repeated time and again. In 
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Acts Chapter 8, we find Philip 
sharing the good news of Jesus 
Christ with a man from Ethiopia. 
Upon his understanding the mes-
sage, he immediately asks Philip 
"Look, here is water. Why 
shouldn't I be baptized?" (Acts 
8:36). In Acts chapter 9, we find 
the conversion account of Saul of 
Tarsus (later to be known as the 
Apostle Paul). Having been con-
fronted by Christ in a vision while 
traveling to the city of Damascus 
(for the purpose of persecuting 
Christians), Saul is led into the city 
(having been blinded by his expe-
rience) where a man by the name 
of Annanias presents him with the 
Gospel message and gives him the 
exhortation: "Get up, be baptized 
and wash your sins away, calling 
on his name." (Acts 22:16). This 
pattern of baptism preceded by 
faith and repentance is also seen in 
the conversions of Lydia and the 
Philippian Jailer (Acts16), and the 
people of Corinth  (Acts 18). 

In addition to the examples 
given in the Book of Acts, we find 
the clear teaching of the Apostles 
on the subject of baptism in their 
letters to the early churches. Paul 
tells the Romans that baptism is a 
participation in the death of Christ 
(Romans 6:3). He tells the Gala-
tians that, in their baptism, they 
have been "clothed" with Christ 

(Galatians 3:27). To the Colos-
sians, Paul states that baptism is a 
"circumcision" (cutting away) of 
the sinful nature (Colossians 
2:10-13).  In Peter's first letter, we 
find this clear statement concern-
ing the instrumentality of baptism 
in the salvation process: "For 
Christ died for sins once for all, 
the righteous for the unrighteous, 
to bring you to God. He was put to 
death in the body but made alive 
by the Spirit, through whom also 
he went and preached to the spirits 
in prison who disobeyed long ago 
when God waited patiently in the 
days of Noah while the ark was 
being built. In it only a few people, 
eight in all, were saved through 
water, and this water symbolizes 
baptism that now saves you also--
not the removal of dirt from the 
body but the pledge of a good con-
science toward God. It saves you 
by the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ…" (1 Peter 3:18-21).

The physical waters of 
baptism have no magical curative 
power. The power of baptism to 
cleanse us from sin and imbue us 
with the indwelling Holy Spirit 
comes through the promise of God 
and the power of Christ's death, 
burial and resurrection. It is the 
point at which we receive personal 
benefit from the blood sacrifice of 
Christ. 

Faithfulness

 Having been united with 
Christ through faith, repentance 
and Christian baptism, we are 
called to live lives of faithfulness 
to God. This involves fellowship 
with God and his people through 
worship, education and service. 
The local congregation of believ-
ers is God's primary outlet for 
these activities. In the church we 
find nurture, accountability, and 
exhortation to walk the path of 
Christian faithfulness. Jesus him-
self said: "If you hold to my teach-
ing, you are really my disciples. " 
(John 8:31b).

Where Are You? Have you come 
to faith in the person of Jesus 
Christ? Have you turned from sin, 
vowing to live for God and follow 
him alone? Have you been 
cleansed of your sin through 
Christian baptism, receiving the 
indwelling Spirit of God in your 
life?  If you are deficient in any of 
these areas, will you allow God's 
Word to lead you in your accep-
tance of the Gift he freely offers? 
The choice is up to you. 
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